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Other Editors and Proprictors

Following the editoship of Dr. Fyfe, there was little
change m The Canadian Baptist, Its pattern had been set.
Few new crsades were undertaken, Although twelve
other editors served between 1863, when Fyfe resigned,
and the Centennial in 1954, the paper remained much
the same. What changes there have been, apart from
those due to growth, reflect the background, personality,
and special interests of the succoeding editors.

To undentand and appreciate the contnbution made
by cach m his tum, it is necessary to know something
about those who succeeded Fyfe. For this reason, this
chapter and the one following contain pertinent bio-
graphical information about Fyfe's successons to the edi-
torship. It will be seen that all of them were men of high
ideals. All but two were ordained Baptist ministers. All of
them bhad academic training of a high standard. Most of
them had served, either before or after their term as
editor, on the faculty of some university or college. Three
were principals of academic institutions.
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Hoyes Liovd

When Dr. Fyfe found it necessary. in 1863, to devote all
of his time to lns duties as pnn(:’lpii of the Canadian
Literary Institute, he was succeeded as editor and proprie-
tor by the Rev. Hoves Llovd.

Bomn in Lower Canada in 1524, Llovd received his
training for the ministry at the Umivessity of Rochester,
from which he was graduated with the degrfe of Master
of Arts. He served as Lhe pastor of Baptist churches at Port
Hope and Whithy, in Ontanio, and became editor in
March, 1863.*

'I'he period of his editorship was an eventful one in
world affwirs. The Amencan Cmal War began i 1861, and
it continued for two yeass after Lloyd was editor. Abra-
ham Lincoln was assassinated in 1865, The Canadian
Iacific Railwav had been completed. providing, for the
first time, transportation facilities from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, and thereby opemug up Canada’s vast western
areas. On July 1, 1567, Confederation took place, and
Canada became a Dommuon. In Botain, Gladstone was
Frime Minister, and dunng his term of office the State
Church of Ircland was discstablished m 1568, and in 1860
there was the abolition of religions tests in the Bntish
Ammy. In the same vear dissenters were permitted to
graduate from the ancient English universities. All of
these events were inportant, and must have been of some
interest to those who subscnbed to The Canadian Baptist,
but strangelv no references to any of them can be found
in the copies on file. The July 1, 156+, 15suc 1s missing and

1Canodian Bapiit, (Tomonlo], Juse 14, w877, p. 4.
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so it cannot be said with certanty whether or not refer-
ence was made to the Confederation of Canada.

Deacon Winter's ideal for the paper was that it should
be a regular newspaper with a denominational bias, but
under the editorship of both Fyfe and Lloyd the paper
became more defimtely and exclusively a denominational
journal,

Typical subjects dealt wath by Llovd in his editorials
were: “Church Discipline,” “Baptist Independence,”
“Family Devotions,” “Tale Bearing,” “Tault Finding,”
and “Dancing Christians.” Oue sentence from his editor-
ial on the latter subject claims that, “As a mle dancing
and thinking are antagouistic. Dancing members may be
cxpected to be loose in doctrine ™

Lloyd’s editorul patience was greathy taxed at times by
the many lengthy articles snbmitted for publication.
Tersely he reminded some offenders that “fonr foolscap
pages of an obitnary notice arc cven more than a Lord
Chancellor of England could expect.” and what is more,
“the editor has no art whereby a peck can be put mto a
pit measure,” nor does he “prmt on a blanket,™

The Communion Question, the main concern of Win-
ter when he founded the paper. was no dead issue during
Lloyd’s editorship. Like Fyfe, Lloyd stemly censured
Charles Haddon Spurgeon of the Metropolitan Baptist
Tabemacle in London, England. for his liberality in ad-
mitting the ymmmersed to reccive communion.. Again
and again the postion of those who advocated “Closed
Communion” was strongly defended.

Llovd shared the opinions of Fyfe on another question
of perenmial mterest—the matter of government grants to
denominationallv-controlled  educational  institutions.

*Canadian Baptist, { Toronto), Mar. 17, 187, p. 2.

2[bid., Mar. 3, 1564, p. =.
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Lloyd strongly opposed government grants to all religious
bodies. He held that no other position was consistent
with the historic Baptist principle of the Separation of
Church and State. He condemned the efforts of all whao
sought, by one method or another, to effect a way by
which government money might be obtained for church-
relaled educational inshitubons.

Much space was given by Llovd to the promotion of
Baptist missionary interests. The Canadian Baptist of
November 14, 1567, describes the scene in a pine grove,
ontside the Malalude Baptist Church, when two thousand
listened “attentively and proftably to lus mstruction and
thrilling scutences,” as the Rev. AL V. Timpany delivered
his farewell address before leaving as the first Canadian
Baptist missionary to go to India. The report wntten by
the Rev. Joseph Clutton, the Malahide pastor, says the
yonng missonary and lis wife were surrounded by "a
great nmuber of weeping friends and relatives. How very
affceting it was.™ Two vears later the Canadian Baptist
Ioreign Missionary Sociely {of Upper Canada) was form-
ed, and in the same vear, the Rev. John Melannn went
fromn Canada to jon Timpany m working among the
Telugus.®

At the same time that he promoted the work of Cuna
dian Baphist missions overseas, Llovd was guick to reahize
that Canada itsclf was then also a most needy field for
missionary endeavor. In the October 11th issue in 1866,
much space was given to an article on “The Approaching
Convention,” which described the missionary outlook of
the Baptists of Canada.®

The Canadian Baptist Histoncal Socicty was founded
in 1865, and is a further indication of the pioneer Bap-

*Conadian Baptest, {Tommlo j, Nov. 14, 1367, p. 2.

“Thid., Dec. 16, 1869, p. 21.

*Thid., Oct. 11, 2866, p. 11.
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tists” sense of a call to destiny in the development of the
life of their own country. The first report of the commit-
tee appeared in the Canadian Baptist Register, m 1867,
and was reprinted in The Canadian Baptist.

Lloyd may not have given the same attention as did his
predecessors to the reporting of gemeral world news, but
in majoring on the presentation of denominational inter-
ests he snceeeded in creating so close a bond between the
paper and the depommation that since s penod of
editorship The Canadian Baptist has been accepted with-
out any dispute as the acknowledged denominational
paper of the Baphsts m central Canada.

‘T'he writer of his obituary intended to pay the highest
possible tnbute to Lloyd when he wrote that he had
maintained for The Canadian Baptist “the high intellec-
tual calibre of his predecessor. Dr. R. A. Fyfe'™ But the
real contribution of Llovd was to save the paper from the
financally precarious condition in which he fonnd it

The Rev. Joseph King, who had been an assistant to
Fyfe, remamed for a few weeks to help Lloyd cstablish
himsclf as editor and propoctor. When King finally
severed his connection, he wrote a “Farewell Message™ in
which he wamed the readers that if they did not whole-
heartedly rally around the new editor, and give him their
full support, they would surely “dig the grave of The Bap-
tist itself.”

The warning was timely, for when Llovd took over the
paper it was almost bankrupt. Only onc quarter of the
subscribers were paving in advance, and many were as
much as three years in arrears with their payments. One
thousand, nine hundred copies of the paper were being
printed, but this figure included the exchanges and com-
plimentary copies. Lloyd’s strict policy of payment in
advance saved the situation. When he resigned the

T“Waledictory,” Canadian Baptist, (Teronta}, March 3o, 1871, peo2.
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editorship he was able to report a paid-up circulation of
two thousand cight hundred, and he owed no one but
himsclf *

Had it not been for the shrewd management of Lloyd
The Canadian Baptist might have gone the way of carhier
attempts to establish a Baptist paper in Canada.

When ill health cansed Lioyd to resign from the editor-
ship in 1871, he took charge of a mission which later de-
veloped into the College Street Baptist Church, in Tor-
anto. When illness again forced him to retire, it was for a
time only. As soon as his strength permitted, he went to
work for the Grande Ligne Mission in Quebee, where he
was able to express in practical service his missionary pas-
sion and his great love for French Canada, Finally his
health broke down completely, and he died on June 7,
1877, at the age of 53.

William Stewart

The Rev. Dr. William Stewart’s appointment as editor
was announced by Llovd in the issue of February 16, 1871,
It was placed under the caption, “Coming Changes,” and
read: “In six weeks more the propretorship and editor-

{Toromto ), June 14, 1877, p. 4 Further information shost cieonlation
b gven i chapter V1L and o corculation chart i shown ander
n.



