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MANAGERS COLD
TOMIDNIGHT
SHOW PROPOSAL

Swing-Shift Wo rkars
Show No Enthusiasm
for Experimental Bills

Theatre managers representing a
cross-section of Toronto’s 12 movic
houses and epproximately the same
npmber of theatres operated by
chaine throughout Ontario, turned
“thumbs down” last night on the
proposal of O, J. Siverthorne, head
of the Ontario Motlon Plcture Cen-|
sor Board, that midnight xhows be:
operated for “swings shift™--4 pm..
to midnight-—war workers, 3

“Impractical” for a doxen reasons,
Including scarcity of help, “nat|
wanted by most worker!." “tried
and found unsuccessful,” right down ! i
to deciaration by ons chaln officia} .
that the idea was® “crazy” fairly
well sums up the nmtude of theatre |
heads.

R. W. Bowstead, vier-president of
\Famous Players’ Canadian Corpora. .
iﬂon operating- about 30 theatres’
in Toronle and 100 throughout the
y}"rovinoe. pointed out that one of
tha company's thealies on Bloor:
Street West had experimented sev.
eral weeke ago with three midnight |
shows, Not a single person turned:
up for the first and the other two!
were cancelled. One of the large
downidwn theatres also trled 1t and
had five customers.

No Need for Comment.

“There is na need for any com-
ment,” Mr. Bowstead sald.

An official of another chain of
forty theatres {n Ontario said:|
‘“With the manpower and equip-
ment situstion as grave as ft ix
today, the theatres are carrying on, |
providing recreation for clviliansg |
troops and war workers under ex-!
treme difficuities.” He thought that'
3 the Government felt late shows|
were necessary  for  morale  “it}
might be worked out in specific!
shtuations with thelr co-operation™ |

S. E. Gosnell, manager of the Up—}
town Theatre, said: *The problem:
of staff would raquire great and |
careful consideration before  we
could make any decision as to the!
feasibility of such a plan.” §

“Tried and found wanting” was,
the comment of another downtown !
theatre manager on late shows.

Samuel Ulster, an olficial of "thf
Century Theatres, operating 20!
neighborhood houses in Toronto and i
20 outside the city, declared |hc(
idea “crazy” and pointad 10 scarcity
of projection machine:, parts, car.’
bons and help and the difficulty of |
keeping theatres clean under such,
conditions. His firm, 1o, had tried
downtown mldmght shows. “We're |
not in fayor of it at all.” he sald of
the nightly late show idea.

An official of B. and F. Theatres
(19 im Toronto) felt equipment
which must last “for the duration™
could not stand extra use without
cutting down the lifetimes of the
theatres themselves. He cited a
theatre trade paper as reporting 23
admissions at a midnight show in
one west end theatre.

Workers Not Interested.

Probably the closest theatre to
the big John Inglis plant with its
thousands of war workers, the
Orpheum on Quetn Street Weat
tried midnight shows for three or.
four weeks but discontinued them
at the end of April both for lack
of help and because of small attend-
ance.

*I felt, too, that the attendance
at these shows was hurting the at-
tendance at the theatre during the
daytime,” Norman Rittenberg, own-
er and manager, explalned.

He sald that theetre capacity was
650 and attendance was never above
250 to 300. Help could not be ob-
tained and he coulda't carry on
alone. Furthermore, he said, he
didn’t think it paid.

Many theatre managers agreed
that “swing -shift” workers had
ample opportunity for entertain-
ment at daytime shows and that
these amply met the need.
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