
REMARKS BY THE WONOURABLE JOHN ROBLlRTS 

P2IME MIN ISTER OF OliTA!? I 0  

AT ONTARIO PLACE COUNTDOWN RECEPTION AND TOUR 

TORONTO, TUESDAY, NOVEPIDER ~ R D  , 1970 

IT I S  WITH A COPJSIDEXAELE DEGREE OF 

PERSONAL EXCITEMENT THAT 1 WELCOME YOU TO T H I S  SPECIAL  

PREVIEW TO MARK THE BEGINNING OF OUR F I N A L  S I X  MONTH 

COUNTDOWN IN THE PREPAEATION OF ~ T A R I  o PLACE, 

AS YOU CAN READILY SEE, WE HAVE ALREADY 

COME A LONG WAY I N  THE CREATION OF OUR NEW PROVINCIAL 

SHOWCASE, AS WE MOVE INTO THE F I N A L  S I X  MONTHS PRIOR 

TO COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT, I T  I S  A GREAT PLEASURE 

TO HAVE T H I S  OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR THANKS TO THE 

MANY OF YOU HERE TONIGHT WHO I N  SUCH GREAT MEASURE, 

HAVE WORKED SO HARD TO MAKE ~ M T A R I O  PLACE A REALITY, 

AT THIS POINT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ONTARIO PLACE WE 

WANTED TO GIVE TI-lOSE, WHO HAVE SHOWN SUCH AN INTEREST 

I N  T H I S  PROJECT, AN OPPORTUNITY TO L E T . T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  

AND FRIENDS EXAMINE AT F I R S T  tiAND THE FULL  SCOPE AND 

EXCITEMENT OF T H I S  IMPORTANT NEW SHOIb!CASE FOR OUR 

PROVINCE AND PEOPLE, 



TO CONSIDER THE CONCEPT OF A MAJOR NEW P R O V I N C I A L  

DEVELOPMENT ADJACENT TO THE C I  !! I T  BECAME APPARENT 

THAT TO F U L F I L L  I T S  O B L I G A T I O N S  T H I S  COMPLEX/ I N  

WHATEVER FORM I T  M I G H T  U L T I M A T E L Y  DEVELOP8 WOULD HAVE 

TO REFLECT A W I D E  V A R I E T Y  OF REQUIREMENTS, NE F E L T  

THERE WAS A NEED IN ONTARIO FOR SOMETHING AKIN TO A 

S P I R I T U A L  HOME/ A TOUCHSTONE OF S T A B I L I T Y )  A PLACE 

WHERE PEOPLE COULD COME, SEE AND REFLECT UPON THE 

S O C I E T Y  THAT HAS BEEN CREATED I P I  I'NTARI 0 ,  !IF. F E L T  

THERE WAS A NEED FOR A PLACE WHERE WE COULD EXAMINE 

OUR H I S T O R Y  I LOOK A T  OUR CULTURAL AND ECQNOMIC 

GROWTH AND CONTENPLATE THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE, 

IN SHORT/  WE WANTED A PLACE TO RE-AFFIRM OUR I D E N T I T Y  

AS ONTAR I ANS AND CANADIANS , 

NITH A L L  OF T H I S  I N  MIND,  I T  WAS 

DETERMINED THAT A P R O V I N C I A L  SHOWCASE SHOULD B E  NOT 

ONLY A PLACE TO REFLECT, B U T  A PLACE WHICH REFLECTS 

US THE WAY WE ARE n IT SIiOULD B E  AN E X C I T I N G  P L A C E /  

JUST AS ONTARIO IS AN EXCITING AND DYNAMIC PROVINCE, 

A PLACE B R I M M I N G  W I T H  A C T I V I T Y  AND V I T A L I T Y ,  IT 
SHOULD B E  COSMOPOLITAN TO MATCH THE COSMOPOLITAN 

PERSONALITY OF THE PEOPLE OF ONTARIO, 



ANNUAL E X H I B I T I O N S  THAT HAS PLAYED SUCH AN IMPORTANT 

PART IN THE LIVES OF CANADIANS FOR MORE THAN NINETY 

YEARS THAT, PLUS A DETAILED STUDY OF POPULATION 

DI 'STRIBUTION AND TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS, HELPED US 

REACH THE DECISION TO BUILD ONTARIO PLACE HERE , 

INFLUENCED DETERMINATION OF THE PRECISE F I N A L  LOCATION, 

ARE WE PROVIDED WITH THE CHANCE TO B E G I N  V IRTUALLY WITH 

A CLEAN SHEET OF PAPER 1 IN T H I S  INSTANCE, WE D I D ,  

FOR THIS REASON IT SEEMED NOT ONLY WISE BUT ESSENTIAL 

TO S E I Z E  THE OPPORTlJNITY TO DEMONSTRATE WHAT CAN BE 

DONE WHEN THOUGHTFUL PLANNING AND A CONCERN FOR THE 

Q U A L I T Y  OF L I F E  ARE A P P L I E D  TO LAKEFRONT DEVELOPMENT 

IN ONE OF OUR CONTINENT'S LARGEST CITIES, THIS IS 

WHY WATER ORIENTATION, AS YOU HAVE SEEN TODAY, I S  SUCH 

AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE TOTAL ONTARIO PLACE COMPLEX, 
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, SINCE THE FIRST TRUCKLOAD OF FILL ROLLED 

ONTO THE SITE IN YARCH OF 1969, JUST A FEW DAYS AFTER 

THE PROJECT WAS ANNOUNCED, A GREAT D E A L  HAS HAPPENED, 

THAT IS ABUNDANTLY OBV I ous , 1 AM SURE YOU WILL AGREE 

T H A T  TO HAVE COME T H I S  FAR I N  J U S T  N I N E T E E N  MONTHS I S ,  

I N  I T S E L F ,  AN ENORMOUS ACHIEVEMENT,  

IN LARGE MEASURE, ONTARIO PLACE HAS ALREADY 

L I V E D  UP TO I T S  NAME, IT HAS A T  T H I S  MOMENT ELEMENTS 

FROM OUR V A S T  PROVINCE INCORPORATED THROUGHOUT I T S  MORE 

THAN NINETY A C ~ E S ,  TH I s DARI K G  AND IMAGINATIVE STRUCTURE 

IS THE PRODUCT OF AN G N T A R I ~  ARCHITECTURAL FIRM, THE 

STEEL TO BUILD THIS PAVILION WAS CREATED FROM ONTARIO'S 

MINERAL RESOURCES IN .O~,ITARIC) BLAST FURNRCES, THE MORE 

THAN TWO M I L L I O N  C U B I C  YARDS O F  F I L L  WHICH MAKE UP THESE 

FOUR I S L A N D S  O F  ALMOST FORTY ACRES WERE HAULED HERE FROM 

BOOMING CONSTRUCTION s I TES AROUND METROPOLITAN TORONTO 



RUT THE PROV I NCE-w IDE INVOLVEMENT IS 

ONLY THE BEGINNING, WHEN ONTARIO PLACE OPENS TO 

THE P U B L I C  ON ~'!AY 2 . 2 ~ ~  OF NEXT YEAR,A L I T T L E  MORE 

THAN S I X  MONTHS FROM NOkf, I T  WILL TRULY BE A PLACE OF 

INVOLVEMENT AND ENJOYMENT FOR A L L  THE PEOPLE OF 

ONTAR I o , THE MORE THAN 200 HOSTS AND HOSTESSES 

WHO WILL GREET YOU WILL BE YOUNG PEOPLE FROM A L L  

PARTS OF OUR PROVINCE, ~ U R  RECRUITPiE!/T OFFICERS ARE 

CURRENTLY CONDUCTI NG I NTERV I EWS THROUGHOUT ONTAR I o , 

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES \ULL BE THE KIWD OF I!OSTS 

AND HOSTESSES WHO PIILL MAKE YOU PROUD OF OUR UPCOFIING 

GENERATION, IN A D D I T I O N  TO TYOSE l lORKINC AS HOSTS 

AND HOSTESSES, WE EXPECT THAT AN A D D I T I O N A L  800 STUDENTS 

WILL B E  EMPLOYED I N  OTHER C A P A C I T I E S ,  JOINI!':G THE 

APPROXIMATELY 11-,900 STUDENTS EMPLOYED EVERY YEAR BY 

THE PROVINCIAL. GOVERNMENT I N  PROJECTS FROM ONE END OF 

THE PROVINCE TO THE OTHER, 

THESE FIVE PAVILION MODULES WILL DESCRIBE ONTARIO'S 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE, 
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IT I S  B E I N G  CREATED OUT OF OUR PROVINCE'S OFTEN COLORFUL 

AND E X C I T I N G  H ISTORY B Y  SOME OF OUR MOST G I F T E D  YOUNG 

RESEARCHERS, WRITERS , DESIGNERS AND F I L M  MAKERS, AS 

YOU KNOW, HAVING P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  TWO WORLD E X P O S I T I O N S  

A T  MONTREAL AND OSAKA W I T H  OUTSTANDING SUCCESS , ONTARIO 

I S  NO STRANGER TO MAJOR E X H I B I T I O N S l  \(E LOOK FORWARD 

TO WORLD SCALE QUALITY IN THE EXHIBITION AT ONTARIO PLACE, 

ONTARIO PLACE WILL EE A FIVE-PART 

EXHIBITION, VISITORS WILL FIRST COME TO AN IMMENSE 

ELECTRONIC A~~~~~~~ WALL' WHICH 1~11 LL PROVIDE CONSTANTLY- 

CHANGING INFORMATION ABOUT A C T I V I T I E S  THROUGHOUT ONTARIO 

PLACE, THEN WILL FOLLOW AIJ AREA ENTITLED "GENESIS" 

WHICH, AS I T S  NAME I M P L I E S ,  WILL DEAL W I T H  THE VERY 

BEGINNING OF WHAT IS NOW ONTARIO, OUR DESIGNERS TELL 

ME -- AND A T  T H I S  STAGE 1 MUST TAKE T H E I R  WORD FOR I T  -- 

THAT T H I S  AREA, U S I N G  SOME OF THE MOST ADVANCED CINEMATOGRAPHY 

TECHNIQUES A V A I L A B L E  SHOULD MAKE V I S I T O R S  F E E L  AS I F  

THEY WERE PRESENT AT THE CREATION,  

SURROUNDED BY IMAGES AND SOUNDS RECREATING THE EXPLOSIVE 

AGRICULTURE AND FUR TRADING TO THE I N D U S T R I A L  AND TECH- 

NOLOGICAL  G I A N T  OF TODAY, 



THE NEXT AREA IS TO BE DEVOTED TO THE 

CULTURE AND CHARACTER OF ONTARIO, THIS EXHIBIT, 

CALLED "ONTAR I o STYLE", WI LL LEAD v I s I TORS THROUGH THE 

HISTORY OF T H I S  PROVINCE AND I T S  PEOPLE, FROM THE 

CULTURAL D IGNITY  OF THE EARLY INDIAN SOCIETY, THROUGH 

THE EPIC  STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL OF T H I S  VAST CONTINENT 

INVOLVING BRITAIN AND FRANCE, INTO OUR OWN STRUGGLE FOR 

SURVIVAL IN THE WAR OF 1812, AND THROUGH THE NINETEENTH 

CENTURY AS "ONTARIO STYLE" CONCLUDES ITS STORY 

WITH THE EVENTS OF THE T\dENTIETH CENTURY, VISITORS 

WILL F I N D  THAT THESE SAME IDEALS, GCALS AND OPPOR- 

T U N I T I E S  S T I L L  DRAW PEOPLE FROF THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

TO OUR PROVINCE1 

THE FINAL AREA IN THE ONTARIO PLACE 

E X H I B I T I O N  WILL TAKE VISITORS INTO THE PRESENT AND 

THE FUTURE, 

THERE WILL RE NO END TO THE EXHIBITION 

AT ONTARIO PLACE JUST AS ONTAR 10's HISTORY CONTINUES 

TO UNFOLD EACH YEAR, SO WILL THE ONTARIO PLACE EXHIBITION, 

IT WILL BE CONSTANTLY REVISED AND UPDATED, 



FOR ALMOST A YEAR, ONTARIO FILM MAKERS HAVE BEEN ENGAGED 

I N  CAPTURING THE ESSENCE AND THE S P I R I T  OF A L L  PARTS 

OF OUR ENORMOUS PROVINCE,  A V I S I T O R  FROM ANY PART OF 

ONTARIO WILL B E  SURE TO F I N D  SOMETHING OF H I M S E L F  A T  

ANY THEATRE ANYWHERE I N  THE WORLD, I N  T H I S  UNUSUAL 

DOME-SHAPED ENVIRONMENT NOW B E I N G  I N S T A L L E D  WILL B E  ONE 

OF THE LARGEST MOTION P I C T U R E  SCREENS ON EARTH, A F U L L  

60 BY 80 FEET,  fi, 24-TRACK STEREO SOUND SYSTEM AND 

PROJECTION CAPABI LITI ES RANGING FROK 8 MI LLIMETRE THROUGH 

ON PLEASANT SUMMER EVEN I NGS I THE ONTAR I 0 

PLACE "FORUM" WILL BECOME A REGULAR AND DELIGHTFUL PART 

OF THE SUMMER CONCERT SCENE. IN THE OUTDOOR AMPHITHEATRE, 

MORE THAN 6,000 PEOPLE WILL BE ABLE TO .ENJOY CONCERTS OF 

A L L  D E S C R I P T I O N S  RANGING FROM A FIVE-WEEK SUMMER SEASON 

WITH THE TORONTO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, THROUGH FOLK AND ROCK 

M U S I C  CONCERTS FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE/  TO EXCIT . ING AMATEUR 

EVENINGS I N  WHICH OPPORTUNIT IES WILL B E  PROVIDED FOR 



BOUTIQUES FOR SHOPPING AND A F U L L  S E L E C T I O N  OF D I N I N G  

F A C I L I T I E S  RANGING FROM SNACKS TO F U L L  COURSE MEALS, 

A L L  A T  REASONASLE P R I C E S ,  

Two SHIPS WILL BE JOINING US AT ONTARIO 

PLACE I'N A D D I T I O N  TO THOSE THREE F I N E  OLD LAKE FREIGHTERS 

WHICH MAKE UP OUR OUTER BREAKYALL AND PROMENADE, THE 

"HAIDA"' WILL BECOME A PART OF ONTARIO PLACE IN THE SPRING, 

THAT GRACEFUL BRIGANTINE   PATHFINDER^, WHICH YOU MAY HAVE 

SEEN PERFORMING AS A S A I L I N G  SCHOOL FOR ONTARIO YOUNGSTERS, 

WILL MAKE ITS HOME 'PORT AT ONTARIO PLACE NOT FAR FROM A 

BOATYARD WHERE V I S I T O R S  CAN WATCH A NEW B R I G A N T I N E  B E I N G  

CONSTRUCTED, 

BY NOW YOU ARE NO DOUBT BEGINNING TO 

SHARE W I T H  ME A SENSE OF THE EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE POSSIB-  

ILITIES PRESENTED BY ONTARIO PLACE AS AN IMPRESSIVE 

SHOWCASE FOR OUR PROVINCEl  IT I S  NO\d J U S T  A L I T T L E  MORE 

THAN S I X  MONTHS U N T I L  OPENING DAY,  ON OPENING DAY 

MAY 2 2 ~ ~ ~  1971 -- AND C O I N C I D E N T A L L Y  1971 I S  THE 1 8 0 ~ ~  

ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF UPPER CANADA, THAT PART 

OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA THAT HAS BECOME ONTARIO -- WE 

LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING THE F I R S T  OF THE MORE THAN TWO 

M I L L I O N  V I S I T O R S  WE EXPECT TO WELCOME EACH YEAR, 



THEY WILL F I N D /  AS YOU WILL) -A  NEW FOCAL 

T I V E  PLACE; A PLACE WHICH DEMONSTRATES A NEW A T T I T U D E  

TO OUR LAKEFRONTS; A PLACE WHICH OFFERS A TREMENDOUS 

V A R I E T Y  OF A C T I V I T I E S  TO MEET THE V A R I E T Y  OF INTERESTS 

HELD B Y  PEOPLE FROM A L L  ACROSS OU!? PROVINCE AND BEYOND, 

EECAUSE ONTARIANS ARE NOTED FOR THEIR 

HOSPITALITY, ONTARIO PLACE WILL EXTEND A WARM WELCOME 

TO OUR NEIGHBOURS AND TO PEOPLE FROM TFROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD, AND WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF WELCOME LET ME ONCE 

A G A I N  TAKE T ! i I S  OPPORTUNITY TO WELCOME A L L  OF YOU TO 

T H I S  S P E C I A L  PREVIEW AND RECEPTION 1 1 AND, OF COURSE, 

TO THE ONTARIO PLACE OPENING DAY MAY 2 2 ~ ~  1971, 



PRESS RELEASE FOR RELEASE: November 4,1970, a.m. 

ONTARIO PLACE COUNTDOWN: 

200 DAYS UNTIL OPENING 

TORONTO - - I t ' s  exac t ly  200 days t o  go u n t i l  

t h e  opening of Ontario Place, the  new prov inc ia l  showcase 

i n  Lake Ontar io,  south of Exhibi t ion Park. Opening d a t e  

w i l l  be May 2 2 ,  1971. 

To mark t h e  countdown occasion, Prime Minister  

John Robarts yesterday previewed t h e  p a r t i a l l y  completed 

pav i l ion  and t h e  man-made i s l a n d  s i t e  f o r  more than 800 guests  

and newsmen. 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  speech de l ivered  i n s i d e  t h e  Ontario 

Place pav i l ion  s t r u c t u r e ,  M r .  Robarts c a l l e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  

"a new f o c a l  po in t  f o r  our province." I t  w i l l  be "a f e s t i v e ,  

e x c i t i n g  and informative p lace ;  a  p lace  which demonstrates a new 

a t t i t u d e  t o  our l ake f ron t s ;  a  p lace  which o f f e r s  a  tremendous 

v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s  t o  meet the  v a r i e t y  of i n t e r e s t s  he ld  by 

people from a l l  across  our province and beyond." 



ONTARIO PLACE - - 2. 

Although t h e  90=acre s i te  is  more mud than 

parkland a t  t h i s  s t age ,  some s igns  of landscaping and 

t ree-p lant ing  could be seen. On the new i s l a n d s ,  t h e  

completed s t r u c t u r e s  of the  pav i l ion  r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  

water , ,  and Cinesphere, the  t r i o d e t i c  Dome f i l m  t h e a t r e ,  

gave a spec tacular  idea  of the  f i n a l  shape of Ontario 

Place. 

The p r o j e c t  was announced on March 11, 1969 and 

the  f i r s t  t ruckload of l a n d f i l l  moved onto t h e  s i t e  wi th in  

a few days. Now, 19  months l a t e r ,  l a n d f i l l  opera t ions  a r e  

about  95 pe rcen t  completed with 2,116,016 cubic  yards de l ivered  

i n  336,612 t ruckloads .  This has  c rea ted  about 40 acres  of new 

i s l a n d s ,  f o r  Ontar io Place. 

A comparison with Montreal ' s  Expo 67 s i t e  which 

was c r e a t e d  by a l a n d f i l l i n g  operat ion:  Expo used from 20-25 

m i l l i o n  cubic  yards t o  c r e a t e  400 ac res  of new land i n  t h e  

S t .  Lawrence. Thus, Ontario Place is  about one-tenth of t h e  

s i z e  of t h e  Expo land areas .  The lagoons, and o the r  enclosed 

water areas b r ing  up the  Ontario Place s i t e  t o  more than 90 

a c r e s .  



ONTARIO PLACE - 

The $18 mi l l ion  Ontario Place p r o j e c t  was an 

"opportuni ty t o  demonstrate what can be done when thoughtful  

planning and a  concern f o r  the q u a l i t y  of l i f e  a r e  appl ied 

t o  l a k e f r o n t  development," M r .  Robarts s a i d .  He added 

t h a t  t h e  p rov inc ia l  government p r o j e c t  was designed t o  

h e l p  complement t h e  Canadian National Exhibi t ion.  

Other announcements made a t  t h i s  preview tour :  

Recru i t e r s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  v i s i t i n g  t h e  1 7  u n i v e r s i t y  

campuses i n  the province t o  choose t h e  200 h o s t s  and hos tesses  

f o r  Ontar io Place i n  i t s  f i r s t  season. A s  w e l l ,  about 

700 o the r  s tuden t s  w i l l  be  needed f o r  o the r  jobs a t  the  

p r o j e c t  . 
Four f i lms  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  being made i n  var ious 

p a r t s  of the province f o r  showing i n  Cinesphere. Their s u b j e c t s  

w i l l  inc lude  northwestern Ontar io,  cent ra l -nor th  Ontario,  eas te rn  

Ontario and the waterways of Ontario.  

Cinesphere w i l l  be  t h e  wor ld ' s  most advanced f i l m  

t h e a t r e  with a  60-by-80 f o o t  screen ,  one of t h e  wor ld ' s  l a r g e s t  , 

and a  complex 24-track s t e r o  sound system. 

The Ontario Place p a v i l i o n  w i l l  have a  f ive -pa r t  mixed-media 

e x h i b i t i o n  i n  four  of i t s  f i v e  "pods" t o  t r a c e  t h e  Ontario 

s t o r y  from t h e  time of e a r t h ' s  c r e a t i o n  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  

chal lenges  of t h e  f u t u r e .  



concerts by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra next summer, 

folk music, rock, amateur ta lent  and other cultural  events. 

The Ontario Place islands w i l l  have boutiques, 

restaurant and snack f ac i l i t i e s ,  picnic areas, children's 

play areas and beaches. 

Two ships, the World War I1 destroyer Haida and the 

brigantine Pathfinder w i l l  use Ontario Place as home port. 

The marina has a capacity of 300 boats. 


